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Oh, good grief!  Here we are … smack-dab in the middle of The Holidays. This is the season much of the world sets a little time aside to be thankful. Make no mistake about it … there’s all sorts of stuff for which we can be thankful. 

This is also the time of year when many of us like to think our generosity is reason others can be thankful. For some of us, that’s just wishful thinking. But for others it’s the real deal! 

Did you ever hear of Samaritan’s Purse?  It’s a thing where people – volunteers and contributors alike – get together and fill shoe-boxes with things many of us consider routine, yet others view them as necessities!  Toothbrush, toothpaste, both hand and dish soap, a wash-cloth, a little hard candy, maybe some home-made cookies, and school supplies like writing and craft paper, pens, pencils and crayons. And toys. Big or small, one or several … it doesn’t matter.  It's not too late to pack a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child!  You can drop it off by Christmas eve.  Look online at samaritanspurse.org 

Service clubs around the country are doing cool stuff, too. When I was active in the Globe Rotary Club, we put together food boxes with enough traditional food (including a turkey) to feed an entire family. And based on tips from folks all around town, we delivered them the day before Thanksgiving. I think we did the same routine for Christmas a few times, also.  Name a local church, service club or fraternal organization and you’ll find bunches of Good Samaritans just chompin’ at the bit to do God’s work. Something tells me that if you asked, they’d let you help, too!

This is the season where we are all encouraged to celebrate not only the goodness of God, but also the inherent goodness of the people around us.

Now … think about this: Tithing.  You know … the deal where you give a donation to the church every Sunday; for most folks about ten percent of their income that week.  Well, there’s another way to tithe that makes everybody feel blessed … and that’s donating to somebody hands-on, right there in person. Do it like you were singing a chorus of “Alices Restaurant.”   Walk right up to somebody, press a ten-spot in their palm, say “God Bless You - Happy Holidays” and walk away.  You don’t even need to look back. Remember - Alice lived in an abandoned church, so God’s in charge.  And just for the heck of it, you might be tempted to go, “You can get anything you want at Alice’s Restaurant! Lada deda de dada …”

Remember …

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi

You can also watch the Thayer Podcasts and Reels at: 
www.Twitter.com/@jethayer  
www.YouTube.com/@jetedthayer
www.tiktok.com/@ted.thayer.52
www.instagram.com/tedthayer41/
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