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Early this year, I traveled to Monterey California to visit friends and celebrate my 85th Birthday, January 11th.  Thankfully, the drive over was uneventful. I say that because of the car’s history. 

Back in April of 2025, I had the now-traditional Nissan Sentra CVT disaster: Going over the I-5 grapevine on the way to Monterey, the transmission overheated, and it slowed to 45mph in the truckers’ lane about 100 yards from the top! It was scary, but it made it! There was no problem on the way home because it was early and cool. When I got back, I changed the transmission filter and fluid, which appeared to have been overheated.

October was almost a repeat … except it happened on the way back. It started heating up in Indio. It’s a long drag at 45 miles per hour from the bottom of the Mojave to the Flying J fuel stop in Ehrenburg across the California/Arizona Border. It was 120 miles in the outside lane with trucks passing like the wind! After I got home, I did a full-up tranny flush.

My Birthday trip in January was a piece of cake. It was cool and it was fun both to and from the Monterey Peninsula.  But that trip set me to work finding and fixing all the stuff that goes wrong with a car that has over 130,000 miles on it. This Sentra was new fifteen years ago this month and aside from the usual little dings in the paint, it looks like new!

Since January I’ve done the transmission service again and purchased an add-on cooler for it; changed the spark plugs; replaced the Intake Manifold Gasket, the Engine Air Intake Hose and Throttle Body Assemblies; installed a new MAF Sensor, both the Forward and Downstream O2 Sensors and EVAP Canister Purge Solenoid; as well as both the Engine and Cabin Air Filters. 

After all that, Error Code P0420 started popping up.  Exhaust going into the Catalytic Converter wasn’t matching what was coming out. Was a new sensor bad? Not likely.  More likely the Converter itself or a fuel injector.  On the way to morning coffee, the Fuel gauge dropped from almost full to ¼ tank. And it changed when I turned on the air-conditioner. 

In the Southwest, regular batteries don’t hold up well - two to two-and-a-half years on average. Mine was purchased in June of 2024. It checked alright earlier … 12.5 volts at rest and 13.4 volts with the engine running. The air conditioner told me “The Rest of The Story” so I got a new battery. Son of a gun! No more Codes.  

And then it happened: A blown head gasket! That’s it! No more 2012. Traded it in for a new 2026 Nissan Sentra 4.0 S. Ahhhhh…


 Improvise - Adapt – Overcome. Semper Fi
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