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My dear wife Claudette passed away on July 29th in 2019. We had been married for over 57 years. A great many folks know what I’m talking about when I say I miss her. I really do, because she was my pal, my friend, my confidant, my lover, my keeper and the loving mother of our beautiful children.

I have a friend in California who lost her husband of some 30 years last May, a man she married many decades ago and then divorced. After two more unhappy marriages, she ran into her first husband more or less by accident. They both had grown up and they were an inseparable couple for the next three decades. And then he died. She and I had been close friends back in the fifties, and lately we’ve been able to commiserate about our spouses’ absences.

I just recently lost another friend - here locally. She and I met a little over three years ago when she moved here to central Arizona from Mesa and bought a house in Wheatfields. We became very close as I helped her settle into her new home. While I constructed the living room, sitting room and bedroom curtain set-ups, she knitted curtains for the kitchen and bathroom windows – yes knitted! She was an accomplished knitter and she made all sorts of cool stuff – kinda like quilting - involving unimaginable skills and the patience of Job!

The woman was in her late seventies and she gave me a key to her place so if she needed 911 help, I could be there in less than three minutes - long before the Fire Department arrived! She said she wanted me there so the firemen wouldn’t kick in the door!  

The two of us talked on the phone every day except Mondays and Thursdays when we had dinner together and played Casino, a card game her grandmother taught her when she was just seven years old! A couple of weeks ago, she didn’t answer her phone – two days in a row – so I went to her home to check on her. The car was there, but she didn’t answer the door, so I let myself in. I found her. Cold.  She had a massive heart attack and died almost instantly as she collapsed on her bedroom floor the day before. 

It was a terrible shock, but I managed to do all the stuff family would do, including notifying friends and family of her demise. It took the better part of two weeks for her two boys, now men, to get away from Detroit and the Philippines.  They had to tie up the loose ends and start the proceedings to sell the house and car and get all the other stuff done that comes with the territory. I know it was tough on both of those guys. They are such good sons.

For me. it wasn’t like when Claudette passed – I was with her when she died. And it wasn’t like the passing of my mom and dad and my brother and sister-in-law. I wasn’t there with any of them. I miss them all, but I mourn the passing of my wife the most.  And yes, I do so miss the companionship and the deep bond my dear friend and I had.  She lived exactly one mile from my front door. It’s lonely now.    

But, I’ve found that talking to Jesus helps a lot!  And it certainly facilitates my ability to …


Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi
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